A North Carolinian of Note

James Taylor: Carolina on His Mind 

by Catlin McCabe

CCSS: Reading Strategies for Informational Text 6-12

1.     What does “Georgia Peach” refer to the song, “Copperline,” according to the story?

A
an alcoholic drink
B
a favorite neighbor 

C
a favorite vacation spot
D
a fruit grown in the South

2.     Where did James Taylor meet his guitar partner, Kooch?

A
Chapel Hill
B
Martha’s Vineyard
C
Milton Academy
D
Morgan Creek

3.     Which place was featured in “Copperline?”

A
Boston
B
Martha’s Vineyard
C
Milton Academy
D
Morgan Creek

4.    How does Helen Perlmutt remember James Taylor?

A
He relied on a pet.
B
He played outdoors.
C
He ran away from home.
D
He was a frustrated musician.

5.    How does Helen Perlmutt describe Taylor, as a child?

A
boisterous
B
celebrated
C
outgoing
D
thoughtful

6.     What unusual way did James Taylor make music as a child?

A
He played piano and cello.
B
He used bottles as whistles and drums.
C
He blew through holes he cut in a hose.
D
He played harmonica, guitar and drums at the same time.

7.    When did Taylor’s struggles begin?

A
when he went to Milton Academy. 
B
when he made music his top priority. 
C
when he started applying to colleges. 
D
when he moved to Chapel Hill from Boston.

8.     Which best describes the events Taylor writes about in his songs?

A
personal

B
political

C
private 

D
prominent

9.    Why did Taylor kick his drug habit, according to the story?

A
to save money
B
to save his marriage
C
to become a better father
D
to become a better musician

10.     When Taylor says, “I don’t want to be miserable for a living,” what does he mean?  

A
He wants to lead a happy life.
B
He wants to write more songs.
C
He wants to give money to charity.
D
He wants to remain active in politics.

11.     What performance in 2012 brought Taylor national coverage?

A
a reunion concert with Kooch.
B
a benefit concert for storm victims.

C
a performance with the Clef Hangers.
D
a performance in support of President Obama
12.     What does “Carolina in My Mind” deal with?

A
losing friends 

B
loving a child 

C
remembering home
D
supporting a candidate


13.     According to Ashcon Livingston, a Clef Hanger, what’s special about “Carolina in My Mind?”

A
Taylor brings people together.

B
Taylor describes life in the 1960s.

C
Taylor pays tribute to close friends.
D
Taylor promotes songwriting as a career.
14.     Which of Taylor’s songs receives most mention in this profile?

A
“Carolina in My Mind” 
B
“Copperline”
C
“Fire and Rain”
D
“Knockin’ Round the Zoo”

Word Study

15.    What does revere mean, in this profile? 

A
to change 
B
to fear
C
to honor 

D
to reverse

16.     What does ultimatum mean, in this profile?

A
a demand

B
a negotiation

C
a priority
D 
a request
17.     What does somber mean, in this profile?

A
alone 

B
dark

C
grieving

D
sad

Respond in writing: 

18.    Listen to Taylor’s songs and choose one to review.
19.    What has Taylor done to prove he’s a talented musician?

20.      How does Taylor show the connection between an artist’s work and his or her personal life?

21.      List all of the positive statements about “Carolina in My Mind” made in the opening and closing paragraphs of this profile and explain the song’s significance in one or more paragraphs.

22.    Write a new headline and subhead for this profile, or summarize the story using 25 words or fewer.
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