Introduction

Cynthia McFadden teaches at West Lee Middle School in Sanford, NC. In 2009, she received the first
Dave Jones award for her work using newspapers with her students and her collaboration with other
teachers. Each day her students spend 12 to 15 minutes reading from the newspaper and answering
comprehension questions. Ms. McFadden chooses a story, feature, editorial, column, or a collection of
comics, writes the questions and shares the stories and questions with other teachers. She explains
what she does and why in an interview, available in three parts on Youtube:

www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDIB6Ek6UUCc

www.youtube.com/watch?v=sBGblO7Y1iA

www.youtube.com/watch?v=jActQO10y2Y

Interview questions:

What’s your background?
Describe your students and school.
Why do you use newspapers?
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Step by step, how do you organize and carry out lessons that incorporate newspapers? (review
sample tests)
Do you take up the tests? Do you record grades?
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How do you help students connect content in the newspaper with their lives?

7. What other strategies do you use to build background knowledge and extend learning about
topics in the news? (review adapted approaches to Cornell notes)

8. How do you make connections to the NC Standard Course of Study and requirements of the
state tests?

9. How do you assist and/or work with other teachers?

10. What motivates you in your work with news and newspapers? What are you overarching goals?

Conclusion

In any community, a teacher or team of teachers who are willing to apply comprehension strategies to
selections from the local or regional newspaper can offer their students similar practice reading relevant
informational text from newspapers, help students make connections with their personal and public
lives, and integrate a variety of subjects. Samples of work will accompany the written report about
Cynthia’s classroom practices.

Prepared by Sandra Cook, NC Press Foundation, Newspapers in Education
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Teachers, parepts and school suspensions

As a high school teacher and ESL program
administrator, I am dead set against students'
suspensions unless the addressed behavior is violence:
after all, I have to help provide a safe environment for all
my wards.

As a teacher, [ see all forms of punishment as a personal
failure showing I have not been able to reach out to a
child either in pain or poorly prepared for life ina
socialized setting. My job is to be the adult and the
model.

Your Dec. 13 article "State ranks No. 4 in school
suspensions"” fails 10 mention the main reason school
educators and administrators are frustrated by the
absence of a good system in place. The white elephant in
the classroom nobody dares talk about is parental
collapse. I am supposed to fix in an hour and a half 16

years of poor parenting, if any.

If we could muster some parental spine in the equation,
little Billy would not talk ugly in class, be would do his
homework, pay attention and leam to read and write.
Instead, he has had free rein for all those years, has
been yelled at all his life instead of being talked to, has
not learned personal responsibility and barely can
function in a social setting, How do I fix all that ina
few hours?

Not that I don't try, mind you, and even succeed at times,
but it requires many hours of one-on-one attention in a
setting where most teachers have over 100 pupils to care
for. Whom else do we neglect to help unmotivated
children pass a class they have no interest in, to get a
diploma they do not care for in a school they have no
allegiance to? Where is the parental/community support?

Until we go back to the roots of the problem - train
people to be responsible parents, teaching them and their
kids personal responsibility - we will keep filling up
prisons and blame teachers, but this won't help our kids
one bit.

Roland Menestres, World Languages Department Chair,
Wakefield High School, Raleigh,

The length limit on letters was waived to permit a fuller
response.

Reprinted with permission, The News & Observer
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This letter to the editor was wrilten in response (o
12/13/09 N&O front page article critical of school
suspensions in NC; NC ranked 4" in the nation in
the number of suspensions.

1  Whose point of view is expressed in the letter?

a parent’s

a teacher’s

a student’s
a principal’s
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According to the speaker, who is most
responsible for the number of suspensions?

parents
teachers
readers
taxpayers
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According to the speaker, what is the most
important issue related to suspensions?

A Misbehaving students will most likely be
unprepared for a successful future.

B Misbehaving students will cost the taxpayers t¢
much money for review materials.

C Suspended students often in trouble with law
enforcement.

D Suspended students have more fun than studen
who remain in school.

4 Which behavior justifies suspension, according
to the speaker?

A skipping class
B disrespect

C foul language
D violence



Clocknapper caught in "Net

N.C. STATE UNIVERSITY
BY JOSH SHAFFER - Staff Writer

RALEIGH - Caught on security camera: a tall, dark-
haired N.C. State University student carrying a giant,
neon wall clock out the front door of the main campus
library. He strolls past the front desk without even a
raised eyebrow, toting loot bigger than a manhole cover.

But all it took to catch him was a pair of posts on
Facebook and Twitter. Once footage of the cnme made
the Internet rounds, getting laughs on hundreds of
personal computer screens, the outlaw was identified and
the beloved clock returned.

Revenge is tweet.

"This was a very good experiment in social media," said
David Hiscoe, director of outreach for N.C. State
libraries. "It's a very huge clock, and it was kind of
sickening for 1t to disappear.”

The clock was one of a pair given by private donors in
the newly renovated Learning Commons in the D H. Hill
Library. Hiscoe guesses it cost about $700. Some
students witnessed it getting pulled off the wall about 10
p.m. Nov. 15, but they apparently thought it was being
taken down for repair or some other NCSU-sanctioned
reason.

After the clock was gone more than three weeks,
desperate library staff members sent out the video on
Tuesday afternoon. Within a few hours, more than 200
people saw it on Twitter. The video was passed along to
The Wolf Web, a student-run site. By 4 p.m., the clock
was dropped off anonymously against the side of the
library. About the same time, another N.C. State student
recognized the perpetrator, campus police Chief Tom
Younce said. He would not identify the suspect, who
will not be charged criminally. The student faces
possible punishment from the Student Conduct Board.

"It was basically an alcohol event," Younce said.
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Which best summanizes the main idea of the
selection?

A video solved a crime.
A student played a joke.
A clock was stolen.

A gift was ruined.

Which characteristic of technology contributed
most 10 the recovery of the clock?

color
photography
sound
definition

What is the effect of the pun “Revenge is
tweet”?

Revenge is assoclated with alcohol.

It references a social network, Twittter.

A little birdie told the police about the crime.
The clock had a camera hidden in the coo-coo.

Which is the best interpretation of “It was
basically an alcohol event.”?

The thief looked like a3 workman.
The thief did not have a watch.
The thief was not sober.

The thief was at a party.

Which word is most like perpetrator?

criminal

law enforcement officer
researcher

librarian

1=C; 2=C; 3=B; 4=C; 5= A; 6=A; 7=D



NOTETAKING sheet

Last name First name
(Students draw the outline
on notebook paper.) Date
Class
Essential questions or Answers/ Detalls
Topics (Students pull answers to questions or details

from newspapers and other sources.)

Write in complete sentences. Summary/Conclusions:

What did you do in class? Why did you do it? What do you know now that you did
not know before the class?

Adapted approach to Cornell notes, Cynthia McFadden, West Lee Middle School, Sanford, NC



Students will use self-generated questions, note taking, summariz-
ing, precise writing, and outlining to enhance learning when
reading or writing.

DIRECTIONS

In order to effectively take Cornell, or two column notes, you will have to divide your
note taking sheet Into two sections. The first section will be one third of the page and
be labeled Headings or Questions. The second two thirds of the page will be labeled
Details or Related Information.

As you read your designated or self-selected newspaper article(s) you will note major
topic headings in the first column, leaving several inches of space between each
topic. After your headings are all in place, reread the article and place bulleted
detail information in the right hand column across from the appropriate heading.

Once you have at least three major headings in the left hand column and at least two
detalls associated with each heading in the right hand column, you are ready to retell
the information and make a paragraph out of each topic.

RUBRICS
1. | have chosen an appropriate newspaper article(s) for note tak. "=¥ Tesher Pew
ing. a 0o gd
2. | have chosen at least three topics or categories and placed
this information in the left hand column. O o Qg
3. 1 have selected at least two details to include under each topic
and placed this information in the right hand column. O O O
4. | have oraily retold the information under each topic and
turned this information into a paragraph. O 0 0
5. | have proofread my paragraphs for spelling, grammar and 0 m .|
usage.

6. Optional - | have added an introduction and concluding para- 0 0
graph to my other paragraphs for a five (or more) paragraph
essay.
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Dr. Darla Shaw, Newspapers Link to Language Arts Standards, Massachusetts Newspaper in Education
Council (adapted and reprinted with permission for use in North Carolina).



l CORNELL TWO COLUMN NOTE TAKING

Open boxes and circles are for reordering information for retelling and writing circles.
Boxes may be added or deleted as necessary.
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Dr. Darla Shaw, Newspapers Link to Language Arts Standards, Massachusetts Newspaper in Education
Council {adapted and reprinted with permission for use in North Carolina).





